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climb trees, gather nuts, construct cabins, make campfires;
to the town to buy parts for radio sets and watch the big
machines at work erecting new buildings; to the pond for
skating and swimming; and all over the surrounding country
or city streets on foot or on bicycles and roller skates. There
is scarcely a play activity that some ten-year-olds do not
check, whereas many of the activities, such as playing with
kites, tops, marbles, drop out of the picture as the boys and
girls grow older. However, individual differences in variety
of play interests are evident. Some children engage in fewer
.than ten activities while others engage in almost one hun-
dred kinds of recreation during a single week.
There is little 'co-operative teamwork at six years. Chil-
dren of eight likewise play few organized games. Up to
ten years of age other children are considered as auxiliaries
to the game rather than as an integral part of it. At no
age, however, is play exclusively social or individualistic.
By ten years of age, under favorable conditions, the boys
have become interested in teamwork, show more loyalty to
their team, and play a larger number of organized games
like football
This interest in the team partly accounts for the increase
in popularity of ball games from nine to sixteen years. Dur-
ing these years playing ball takes precedence over games
of chase and playing with toys. Although the chasing ele-
ment in games still is prominent, to it has been added skill
in throwing and catching and participation in more compli-
cated group organization.
Imaginative play decreases during this age period. To the
motherly little child dolls and their accessories are
pretty much what a walnut or a ball of wool is to a kitten — a com-
pound of real and earnest, of a make-believe that is also a pantomime
of coming events.8
The rapid decline in doll play during the end of the post-
primary period is illustrated by the percentage of girls of
s Walter de la Mare, Early One Morning in the Spring, p. 218. New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1935.

